
 

 

Health and Safety  
Introduction: Health and safety law applies to theatres as it does to other businesses. The Health 

and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 and related legislation places duties on employers, employees, the 

self-employed and those in control of premises. Basically, if you are employed by a theatre or own a 

theatre you will be responsible in some way for health and safety. 

 

 

Theatre Manager: They are 

responsible for over- seeing the 

implementation (making it happen) of 

the Theatre’s overall health and safety 

policy. They will be informed of any 

incidents or accidents that happen in 

the theatre. They will do routine checks 

of the safety measures in place such as 

fire extinguishers and fire exit checks. 

They will be responsible for making 

sure all employees and workers in the 

theatre are aware of the health and 

safety measures and the fire drill 

routine. 

 

Technical Manager: They are responsible for the 

health and safety of anything tech related (sound, 

lighting etc). They will ensure that a risk 

assessment is completed for each new 

performance. They will hold meetings with all 

members of the technical team (lighting designers, 

set designer, sound designers, stage manager 

etc.) They will also ensure that the director of the 

show is aware of the health and safety 

regulations. 

 

Technical Crew/Back Stage Crew: 

Responsible for alerting the technical 

manager of any health and safety 

issues. 

Front of House Manager: Responsible 

for the training of all front of house team 

in: 

 Health and Safety 

 Fire Regulations 

 Bomb Threat 

 

Front of House Team: Responsible for 

organising audience and theatre 

visitors when fire alarm is sounded or 

for any other reason that the theatre 

may need to be evacuated 

 

FIRE: Theatre owners are responsible for conducting a 

fire risk assessment and making sure all fire safety 

feature are in full working order. Every theatre will be 

required to have 

 Fire specific risk assessment 

 Fire alarms 

 Fire resistant doors 

 Fire safety curtain 

 Clear ‘fire exit’ signs 

 Fire extinguishers 

 A rehearsed fire evacuation procedure 

 

Fire extinguishers will need to be checked 

that they are in full working order every 5 

years. The fire alarm should be checked 

every 6 months. A practise fire drill should be 

completed twice a year. 


