
Mystery

BY THE END OF THIS 

UNIT YOU WILL:

Be able to perform a ‘Pink 

Panther’ motif in the style 

of Jazz dance. 

Be able to use 

choreographic devices 

such as canon, formation 

and contact work to 

develop a piece of 

movement.

To explore a wide range of 

practitioners.

To understand and write a 

murder mystery play.

To be able to develop and 

perform the characters of 

a murder mystery.

To understand how music 

is used to add mystery to a 

performance.

To be able to perform to 

peers and receive 

feedback.

KEYWORDS:

MUSICDRAMA DANCE

Role on the wall, audience, character, facial 

expressions, focus, freeze frame, gesture, 

improvisation, narration, performing, 

devising, listening, plot, rehearsing, blocking, 

responding, scenario, scene, split stage, 

tableau, use of space

Tempo, dynamics, texture, timbre, rhythm, pulse, 

drums, piano chord, bass line, scale, composition, 

drone, ostinato, ensemble, duet, solo, harmony, 

melody, echo, pattern, major, minor, tonality, 

percussion, crotchet, quavers, syncopation, unison, 

conductor, compose, perform

Canon, choreograph, duo, duet, dynamics, 

extension, focus, gesture, jump, leap, turn, 

twist, levels, motif, development, musicality, 

relationship, contact, retrograde, solo, space, 

structure, travel, trio, union, imitate, copy, 

unison, height, posture, expression
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The movie Pink Panther is about 

the bumbling Inspector Clouseau 

that travels to Rome to catch a 

notorious jewel thief known as 

"The Phantom" before he 

conducts his most daring heist yet: 

to find a princess' priceless 

diamond, known as "The Pink 

Panther".

Canon - Performing movement one after 

the other at different times. Eg. Mexican 

wave

Formation - The shape or positon 

dancers make in the space

Contact -Dancers physically touching each 

other during movement.  

Unison - Moving at the same time

Motif -A short phrase of movement that 

can be repeated. 

Improvisation

A performance that is 

created 

spontaneously or 

without preparation

Role on the Wall

A role on the wall is 

a good way to 

understand how a 

character is feeling 

and how they might 

then show this to an 

audience.

For example May is 

shy and secretive 

and therefore is 

timid with her 

gestures and hides 

her face away from 

certain people.

Scene 1

Dinner Party

Scene 2 

The body being 

found

Scene 3

Court Room

Scene 4

The Verdict

DRONE

Long held notes

OSTINATO

Repeated 
pattern of notes

CHROMATIC 

SCALE

Play all of the 

notes on the 

keyboard, black 

and white in order

MOTIF

Think about jaws 

and the repetition

MAJOR/MINOR

Have a go at 

using either 

Think about the dynamics, Tempo, Texture, Pitch, 

Rhythm, Structure and Instruments when composing 

your pieces. 


