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Year 7 Visual Elements 

Understanding what the visual elements are: Line, tone, texture, form, shape, pattern and colour and what they mean and how they can be used in combination to create works of Art. 

A Line can take many forms using different tools like a pencil, a pen or a paint brush. Line can be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal; straight or curved; thick or thin. 

Tone refers to the lightness or darkness of an object. Tone is created by the way light falls on a 3D object. It is used in drawing & painting to create the illusion of form. 

Texture is how the surface of an object feels or looks like it should feel. There are two types of texture visual and tactile. Texture is made by the type of media used and the way marks are made. 

Form refers to the sense of 3d in an object or picture. In sculpture form is 3d, in drawings and paintings, tone and perspective can be used to create an illusion of form. 

Shape is a two dimensional area contained by a line. Shapes can be geometric, like squares and circles; or organic, like free-form. 

Pattern is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours. It can be simple or complex. Pattern can be man-made, like a design on fabric, or natural, such as the markings on animal fur. 


