
Year 8
(TC 1 –

15)

English Curriculum Road Map
KS3 – Year 7 -9 

Year 9 
(TC 1 –

15)

Year 7
(TC 1 –

15)

A Midsummer
Night’s Dream
Threshold 9 & 13

Oliver Twist
Threshold 7 & 10

Introduction to
Elizabethan Era: 
Shakespeare’s life

Composing Topic 
Sentences

Using Evidence Introduction to Victorian Era
Victorian Crime
The Life of the Victorian 

Writing about 
Unseen Poetry 

Structure and use 
of Metaphor 

Poetic forms 

Your journey 
continues at 

KS4
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Discourse 
Markers

Linking 
Paragraphs 

Victorian Era
Connections in 
class and society 

Making connections 

The adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes 
Threshold 6 & 8

Romeo and
Juliet 

Threshold 4 & 11

Elizabethan Era: 
Shakespearean tragedy
AC Bradley

How to 
balance an 
argument

The Russian 
Revolution, Cult of 
personality

Contemporary, 
Orwell’s 
Life and times 

Closed 
book 
analysis 

Discussing authorial 
intent; links to context

Animal 
Farm
Threshold 4 & 5

Mastery Writing 3 and 
Rhetoric

Small 
Island
Threshold
4 & 9

Jane Eyre
Threshold 7 & 10

Journey
Poetry
Threshold 
7 & 10

Victorian attitudes to
Children; Christianity;
Isolation 

Thesis; critical 
evaluation of context

Contextual racism,
The Windrush generation

Comments on 
modern drama; 
Dramatic conventions 

Making connections 
and comparing themes 

Spiritual / 
Physical journeys 
across history

Unseen Poetry 
Threshold 8,12,13,14

Creative Writing

Mastery Writing 3

Mastery Writing 2

Reading for study

Reading for Study

Key
Literary Heritage Text
Analytical Composition
Writing Knowledge
Key Themes / Ideas
Threshold concepts in English 

The foundations of 
short stories

Coherence in short 
stories


