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Macheth A "brave” and loyal warrior whose
Mocheth and Snnr,tu:r are twa Scottish nab.{emen w.'?cl vaulting ambition leads him to
mmunre.l: th.ree witches on @ .'.'.leu'rh. The witches g.'.u.-'f? both commit regicide
men pregictions and then vanish. One of the predictions
Act | given to Macheth comes true almost immediately. Lady Macheth | Macbeth's wife. Coerces Macheth
1 Mocheth writes @ .'etter to .f'.ll.s wife. _5.".'9 is excited by the into committing regicide. Loses
mews and summans evil spirits to give her the courage to control and commits suicide at end
cammit murder. Macbeth arrives to announce that King fol
Duncan is coming to spend the night at their costle. or play.
Banquo Scottish nobleman; close friend of
Hoving ogreed to kill King Duncan, Mocbeth sees o dogger fé"lha Ebe;h' BEtrrlTEi anhd kl“id'
and wanders if it is o “dogger of the ming”, because he is ost haunts Macheth at a Teast.
Act having second thoughts. However, he resolves to kill King .
2 Duncan, who is found dead at dawn by Mocdujff. The king’s Fleance Banquo’s san.
sons flee, fearing for their lives. In their gbsence, Macketh
is chosen to be king. . . ]
g King Duncan A fair and generous ruler who is
butchered by Macbeth.
Bonguo suspects that Mocbeth was invalved in Duncan’s
murder. MEEE:IIEH‘.' fears Banguo and so plans to have Macduff A Scottish nobleman, loyal to
Act | Bangue andhis son, Fleance, murdered oway from the Duncan. Kills Macheth to restore
castie. Bonguo is killed but Fleance escopes. The ghost of rd Scotland
3 Banguo appeors ot @ feast to hount Macbeth. The guests order to scotland.
bemrresu:prc«:lus of AMocheth because of his wiolent Malcolm Duncan’s eldest son, the Prince of
reactions to a ghost that only he can see.
Cumberland.
Macheth, filled with insecurity, returns to the witches and The witches / | Presented by Shakespeare as
iz given three more predictions: “weird supernatural beings who can
*  Bewore Mocduff, beware the Thone of Fife women” foretell the future.
Act | *  MNone of woman born can harm Mocbeth
4 *  Mocbeth shall never be begten until Birmam Woods
maves towards his costie
Mocheth | that Maocduff b d Scotlond. He ord)
geosth faarns Bt e uﬁ. o= fle rowand. e orders The play ‘Macheth” is loosely bosed on events which cocurred
the execution of Mocduff's wife and children. . _ . N
in 11" century Scotfond. King fomes was a Scottish king wha
believed himself to be o direct descendant of Bangquo. King
James VW of Scotland inherited the throne of England when
Queen Elizobeth [ died.
Lady Mocbeth appears on stoge slespwalking. Her mental
health has deteriorated terribly. She is burdened by In 1604, English Cothelics ottempted to assossingte King
fesiings of guilt, which she sees os hiood on her honds that James in the famous Guapowder Plot. The play 5 a piece of
she is unable wash oway. Duncan’s son Malcolm, bocked politicel propoganda, warning English oudiences that regicide
by the English army ond Macduff, approach Macheth’s leads to eternol domaation. This is becouse King Jomes
Act | costle. They chop down branches from the trees at Birnam believed in the Divine Right of Kings: the belief that God had
[ Woood to disguise how big their army is. Birnam Wood chosen him to rule on Earth.

oppears to move. Macbeth sops he fears no man as ail men
are born by women. Mocoduff onnownces he was not barn
naturaglly but was “ripp’d” prematurely from his mother's
womb. Mocduff kills Mocbeth and Maicolm becomes the
mext King of Scotland

The Great Chain of Being: the belief in o social
hierarchy, planned by God, oz follows: God — Angels —
Demans — Humans — Beasts — Plants — Rocks. When
Macheth kills Duncan, this leods to a disruption in the
natural arder that is referred to in the play: starms;
earthquakes; chimneys Blown down; a solar eclipse.

Regicide - The action of killing 2 king

Treason - A crime linked to betraying your own country particulzarly

by attempting to take 3 monarch's life or their throne

Paradox - A contradictory statement

Chaos - Complete and utter disorder

Tragic hero - A great and noble character who is destined to fall

from grace due to their own actions.

Fatal flaw - A fault in one's character that has severe consequences.

Foreshadow - Cluss or an indication of future events.

Ominous - To give the impression something terrible is going to

happen.

Prophecy - A prediction about the future.

Ambition - A strong desire to want or achieve something.

Contrast - A difference.

Suspicious - A sense of distrust.

Cunning - Scheming or shy.

Unusual - To be different or not 25 expected.

Influence - To have an effect on somecne or something.

Conflicted - To feel confused, unsure 2nd be inconsistent.

Conseguence - A result of actions - ususlly negative.

Guilty - To fieel responsible for doing something - usually something

Wrong.

Heinous - Wicked and evil.

Regicide - The action of killing 3 king.

Dramatic irony — When the sudience knows something related to

the plot that at l2ast cne other character is unaware of.

Treachery - To betray someone’s trust.

Tyranny - An oppressive and cruel rule.

Rewersal - A change in position or direction to the opposite position

or direction.

Paranoia - Feeling fear, anxiety or distrust without evidence to

suppaort these feslings.

Matural order - It was belisved at the time that the ‘gocdness’ of a

king directly affected the condition of the natural world.
The ‘natural order’ referred to the idea that kings were
chosen by God. They had & ‘divine right’ to be king. A
king chosen by God would be good and maral, and
therefore the natural world would be as it should be.
Macbeth has not been chosen by God to be king. He
does not have a ‘divine right” to be king. By killing
Duncan and becoming king, Macbeth has disrupted the
‘naturzl order’. Because of this, when Macbeth becomeas
king the natural world is plunged into chaos and
dizorder: for example, storms appear, =nd animals
behawe unnaturslly.
In order for the natural world to return to its rightful
state, Macheth must be removed from the throne.

Resolute - To be determined and steady.

Kingship - The state/act of being king.

Anagnorisis - The moment that the tragic hero has 3 sense of zelf-

realisation of what heshe has done to themselves.




